The IlarVey 03l,ald was X nnocent book and Howard Donahue., ’s 5/11/92 

Mortal Error .If ' 

Some weeks ago I got a phone call from a man mime B r0 wn. Hw told me he is a former 
EBI SA and that he had written the book and did no : know what to do with it. i/e talked 
only briefly then. I suggested that he get in touch with my friend hick fallen. I know 
hick has some kind of relationship with Carroll & Graf, which has been printing much on 
the JJK assassination and with Publisher’s West, which distribute* a great number of books. 
I then wrote hick telling him I think there is a market for a factual JFK assassination 
book, particularly now for one that says Oswald is innocent and most of all because 
Brown is a former S A. The,I got a cill from hick’s son Dated, also a lawyer, tte told me 
the book is well written and they were going to offer Brown a contract. 

4bout day before yesterday Brown phoned to thank me. He told me that he is to deliver 
the ms.-, I presume with maybe some corrections or change, today, that it is sj&eduled for 
September publication, that it will be manufactured by ^uly and review copies sent out 
then, and that C&G told him the initial print will be 10,000 to 30,000 copies. 

Iron out conversation I believe that Brown limited himself to the published evi- 
dence and, as a lawyer* used that evidence to make the case for u swald . s innocence . While 
this is apparent from the first books, none ek was 6gr$Laed to make this case out. 

Brown is now teaching school in Bergen County, II. J. He told me that St. Martin's has 
in effect withdrawn Mortal Error, having sold (.which I think means no more than has in 
distribution) about 80, OCX) copies, of the print of more than 100,000, rather large. He said 
that The President’s »o<* Shop told him that St. “artin’s has offered copies at SI. 00 each, 

another indication that the book is withdrawn, and that the paperback reprint contract has 
been cancelled. 

I presume that some critic wrote or phoned St. Martin's and told them what I told Dona- 
hue to begin with, that th Zapruder film alone, in the part after what the Commission pub- 
lished, shovy Donahue's theory to be impossible, as other pictures, like Altgens', also do. 
The well-known fact that the limo did not speedup until aft«Tr the fatal head shot alone 
improves Donahue's irrational notion* 

I' v e also had a few phone c&lls from a retired Secret Service 3k named John Norris, 
among other things he told me that Hickey would sue but inquiries made by his family of 
lawyers indicates they'd need to pay in s$$ figures before the lawyers to whom they spoke 
would take the cTase. I mentioned some of this to Jin £esar when he phoned about something 
else yesterday. $e said he’s speak to hah Alcorn, to see if he’d be willing to taice it. 

When I can I’ll write Norris about this. % own belief is that St. Partin' s will be’ willing 
to settle out of court and that given his emotioiybondition, Hickey would prefer that. 



